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Harrison M. Paull, Cadet 
Second Class at the United 
States Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, has 
been selected to compete as 
a member of the Air Force 
Academy’s three-person team 
at the Concours Jean Pictet 
Competition on Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law  in 
Montreal, Canada, in March 
2010. 

The Pictet Competition, 
held in a different country 
each year, is a week-long 
event that will test each team’s 
training in the fi elds of inter-
national humanitarian law 
(the laws of armed confl ict), 
international criminal law and 
refugee law. 

Law school 
s t u d e n t s , 
g r a d u -
a te  school 
s t u d e n t s 
and service 
a c a d e m y 
cadets from 
around the 
world gather to compete 
at the Pictet Competition, 
which is hosted by the Inter-
national Committee of the 
Red Cross. 

In preparation for the Pictet 
Competition, Paull will begin 
advanced studies of interna-
tional humanitarian law next 
semester at the Air Force 
Academy, where he is major-
ing in law.

Harrison is the son of Debra 
and Lee Paull of Rogers.
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Verdery’s wealth of inter-
national experience is one 
of the characteristics that 
makes him a good fit for 
the teaching role, said Joe 
Walenciak, director of gradu-
ate business programs.

The director has known 
Verdery for several years 
and described Verdery as 
positive, optimistic and 
energetic. Whether dealing 
with easy situations or tough 
circumstances, Verdery 
always brings the same open, 
engaging and professional 
approach, Walenciak said. 

Career Hallmarks

Fo r m e r  c o l l e a g u e s 
a t  Procter  & Gamble 
mentioned similar attri-
butes. 

“He’s always up ... he’s 
very resilient ... he’s just a 
joy to be around,” said Tom 
Muccio, who retired from 
P&G in 2003 as president of 
global customer teams.

Both were working for 
P&G when the decision was 
made to start a multifunc-
tional team in Northwest 
Arkansas. Muccio, who was 
leading the initiative, asked 
Verdery to be part of the new 
team that would pioneer a 
supplier-retailer relationship 
focused on moving away 
from traditional buying, sell-
ing and negotiation to multi-
functional collaboration and 
long-term business planning 
to improve both companies’ 
sales, profi ts and cash fl ow.

Selection for that team 
was a key event in Verdery’s 
career with P&G, as the 
change in relationship 
between Wal-Mart and 
P&G became a model that 

both companies have used 
with other customers and 
suppliers.

It was an exciting oppor-
tunity, Verdery recalled. The 
new role later opened other 
doors for Verdery as he and 
his family moved to Mexico 
City and he helped build the 
Customer Business Devel-
opment capability there and 
throughout South America. 
He later returned to Fayette-
ville and helped lead varied 
international endeavors.

Jeff Schomburger, now 
president of P&G’s global 
Wal-Mart team, nominated 
Verdery for the company’s 
Li fet ime Achievement 
Award.

Schomburger said the 
award goes to one retiree 
each year at a Senior Lead-
ers Meeting in Cincinnati 
(P&G’s corporate headquar-
ters). The honor is based on 
distinguished performance 
over a career in building the 
business and building orga-
nizational skills.

That’s one of Verdery’s 
strong qualities, Schom-
burger noted.

“It’s not about Tom,” he 
said in characterizing his 
former colleague. “He’s 
incredibly giving and will go 
way out of his way to help 
others be successful. He 
plays to win, without regard 
as to who gets the credit. 
He’s a true servant leader.”

Verdery’s passion for 
winning, developing people, 
and building trust and win/
win relationships with 
customers also are among 
the qualities Schomburger 
listed.

In the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award nomination 
form, the P&G leader also 
cited Verdery’s community 

service activities, including 
serving as a board member 
for Habitat for Humanity 
and supporting a Boy Scout 
troop.

Verdery and his wife, 
Barbara, are active members 
in First United Presbyterian 
Church in Fayetteville. He 
serves as moderator for the 
committee on administra-
tion of the Presbytery of 
Arkansas.

Carl Russell, co-scout-
master of Boy Scout Troop 
142, said the Verderys’ sons, 
Christopher (now 23) and 
Scott (now 20), achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout with the 
troop.

Seven years ago, the orga-
nization that had sponsored 
the troop was no longer able 
to continue as the troop’s 
chartered organization.

“Tom and Christopher 
immediately proposed that 
we move our charter to 
their church, First United 
Presbyterian,” Russell said. 
“They presented the idea to 
the church; it was accepted 
and we were quickly able 
to have a new chartered 
organization to sponsor us 
(and) a great place to meet. 
... Our program was able to 
continue without missing a 
beat.”

Verdery has continued to 
serve as charter represen-
tative to troop 142, Russell 
noted, even though his own 
sons have moved on to 
college and beyond.

“Our troop has prospered 
and doubled in size in these 
past several years,” he said, 
“thanks in large part to 
having great and caring 
support from First United 
Presbyterian Church and 
also from Tom and the 
Verdery family.”
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The Garden Club of Rogers honored Benton County Fair winners at a recent 
meeting. They included, from left, Dorothy Morsani, Sherri Eoff, Win Logue, Alice Mote and 
Sue Mank. Eoff was the grand prize winner in the horticulture category with more than 
30 blue ribbons.
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ADVOCATE APPRECIATION

CLUB HONORS WINNERS

Mary Lou Kolb was 
recently honored by 
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates of Northwest 
Arkansas for her service 
as an advocate for the 
past 10 years. Kolb has 
given unlimited time 
and effort to create 
awareness of CASA in 
Northwest Arkansas, 
leaders said. She has 
volunteered as an 
advocate for children 
in foster care and the 
child welfare system, 
as well as donated her 
time to the Department 
of Human Services to 
assist the family service 
workers with their filing.


